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into the arms of his relations. An old lawyer, who h much experience in making wills, told me, that after pco] had deliberated long, and thought of many for their ex utors, they settled at last by fixing on their relations. T shews the universality of the principle.'
I regretted the decay of respect for men of family, a that a Nabob now would carry an election from the JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, the Nabob will carry it by means his wealth, in a country where money is highly valued, as must be where nothing can be had without money; but it comes to personal preference, the man of family will ways carry it1. There is generally a scoundrclisiii abou low man5.' Mr. Boyd said, that was a good ism.
I said, I believed mankind were happier in the ancii feudal state3 of subordination, than they are in the modi state of independency. JOHNSON. 'To be sure, the Ch\ was: but we must think of the number of individu; That they were less happy, seems plain ; for that state fn which all escape as soon as they can, and to which nc return after they have left it, must be less happy; and t is the case with the state of dependance on a chief or gr man.'
1 Sir Walter Scott describes the talk that he had in 1814 u Slains Castle with an old fisherman. 'The old man says Slain now inhabited by a Mr. Bowles, who comes so far from the southw that naebody kens whare he cornes frae. "Was he frae the Indie "Na; he did not think he came that road. He was far frae Southland. Naebody ever heard the name of the place; but he I brought more guid out o' Peterhead than a' the Lords he had seer Slains, and he had seen three."' Lockhart's Scott, ed. 1839, iv, i The first of the three was Johnson's host.
3 Sec ante, ii. 175, and iii. i, note 2.
1 Smollett, in Humphry Clinker (Letter of Sept. 6), writing of Highlanders and their chiefs, says: — 'The original attachment founded on something prior to the feudal system, about which writers of this age have made such a pother, as if it was a new i covery, like the Copcrnican system. . . . For my part I expect to sec use of trunk-hose and buttered ale ascribed to the influence of feudal system.' Sec ante, ii. 204.
I mentioid encountered were Johnson's.    Boswell
